Figure01.  A Sister of Saint Joseph from Rochester, New York at the congregation’s Good Samaritan Hospital in Selma, Alabama.  "Good Sam," as the hospital was known in the community, was one of the few that served African-Americans prior to the 1960s.  Courtesy of the archives of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Rochester, New York.

Figure02.  A Sister of Saint Joseph enjoys a rare snowy day with nursing students from the congregations’ nursing school in Selma, Alabama.  Sisters wore a white mission habit while working in Selma.  These caucasian sisters in white habits were known casually in Selma as "the black nuns" because of their close association with the African American community.  Courtesy of the archives of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Rochester, New York.

Figure03.  Sisters of Saint Joseph picking up visiting Catholic civil rights marchers from the airport.  Though they were prohibited from participating directly in the civil rights marches in Selma in 1965, the Sisters of Saint Joseph contributed to the civil rights movement by treating marchers who were injured by police attacks on “Bloody Sunday,” and hosting protesters who came from other cities to join the final march to Montgomery. Courtesy of the archives of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Rochester, New York.

Figure04. Sisters of Saint Joseph serving a meal to visiting sisters who came to Selma in support of civil rights efforts there in 1965. The variety of religious habits among sisters at the table reflects the diverse nature of the "racial apostolate" of sisters, which attracted women from a broad spectrum of religious orders and congregations. Courtesy of the archives of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Rochester, New York.

